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+ 25.000 % !!

DUBAI POPULATION FROM 1900 TO 2017
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AN EVOLVING SITE...



DUBAI CLOCK TOWER 1985



DUBAI CLOCK TOWER 2015



AN OASIS IN THE MIDDLE OF DUBAI...



Bus station #1

Water transportation terminal

Bus station #2

...YET WITH A FRAGMENTED INTERMODALITY !

Metro entrance #1

Metro entrance #2



 Winter solstice 21/12/2017
9AM

 Winter solstice 21/12/2017
1PM  Winter solstice 21/12/2017

4PM

 Summer solstice 21/06/2017
9AM

 Summer solstice 21/06/2017
1PM

AND A SUN OVERDOSE !!

 Summer solstice 21/06/2017
6PM



SO WHAT ARE THE POSSIBILITIES

?



COMPARING TYPOLOGIES

UNION METRO STATION
Plot area: 37,854 m²
Passenger figures: 1M/month

Dubai Union Oasis Metro is an 
exceptional urban plot, situated in 
Deira, downtown Dubai, receiving 
over 1 million passengers a 
month, it offers an exceptional 
setting for an urban transport hub 
development. Such a development 
could set the standards for the 
hubs of tomorrow in the UAE and 
in the world.
However, it is highly exposed 
to solar radiation and is not 
an inviting environment for 
pedestrians or open air activities.



COMPARING TYPOLOGIES

SEGREGATED METRO ACCESS 
AREAS AND ENTRANCES 

•	Creates real estate value. 	
Built-up area = 110,000 m²

•	High cost.
•	Dose not create urban continuity.
•	Totally exposed to solar radiation.
•	Offers limited public park or oasis 

area.
•	Facing wrong direction - street 

crossing.
•	Cuts the plot in the middle 

creating physical and visual 
barrier segregating Southeastern 
and Northwestern areas of site.

•	Dose not offer transition 
spaces for transportation mode 
switching.

•	Dose not play the role of a HUB.
•	Dose not play the role of a TOD.
•	Offers poor connectivity.

ADVANTAGES

DISADVANTAGES

?

SOLAR IMPACT



COMPARING TYPOLOGIES

•	Creates real estate value.	
Built-up area = 55,000 m²

•	Dose not create urban continuity.
•	Exposed to solar radiation, 

Northeast and Southwest.
•	Offers limited public park or oasis 

area.
•	Faces wrong direction - street 

crossing.
•	Creates physical and visual 

barrier segregating Southeastern 
and Northwestern areas of site.

•	Dose not offer transition 
spaces for transportation mode 
switching.

•	Dose not offer connectivity to 
harbor.

•	Dose not play the role of a HUB.
•	Dose not play the role of a TOD.
•	Offers poor connectivity.

ADVANTAGES

DISADVANTAGES

?



COMPARING TYPOLOGIES

•	Creates real estate value.		
Built-up area = 57,600 m²

•	Exposed to solar radiation, East 
to West.

•	Offers no public park or oasis 
area.

•	Dose not benefit from total site 
potential, neglecting north area 
of site.

•	Creates physical and visual 
barrier.

•	Dose not offer transition 
spaces for transportation mode 
switching.

•	Offers poor connectivity.
•	Dose not offer connectivity to 

harbor.
•	Dose not play the role of a HUB.
•	Dose not play the role of a TOD.

ADVANTAGES

DISADVANTAGES

?

?
?



COMPARING TYPOLOGIES

•	Creates real estate value.		
Built-up area = 56,000 m²

•	Exposed to solar radiation, East 
to West.

•	Occupies plot in an inconsistent 
manner.

•	Offers no or little public park or 
oasis area.

•	Scheme layout facing street 
crossing.

•	Absence of intelligent solar 
protection.

•	Dose not offer transition 
spaces for transportation mode 
switching.

•	Offers poor connectivity.
•	Dose not offer connectivity to 

harbor.
•	Dose not play the role of a HUB.
•	Dose not play the role of a TOD.

ADVANTAGES

DISADVANTAGES

SOLAR IMPACT



COMPARING TYPOLOGIES

•	Creates real estate value.

•	Exposed to solar radiation, East 
to West.

•	Occupies plot in a limited way.
•	Dose not offer transition 

spaces for transportation mode 
switching.

•	Dose not propose any solution 
for connecting transport modes.

•	Dose not offer connectivity to 
harbor.

•	Dose not play the role of a HUB.
•	Dose not play the role of a TOD.

ADVANTAGES

DISADVANTAGES



LET’S SHAKE THINGS ! 

!





CAN A SKYSCRAPER BE HORIZONTAL ?
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CAN A PUBLIC THROUGHWAY (RE)LINK THE CITY ?





CAN AN OASIS BE URBAN ?



RECREATION

MOBILITY
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DUBAI UNION METRO STATION AS AN OASIS...



DUBAI UNION METRO STATION 
AREA AS A MULTIMODAL HUB

TRANSFER ACCESS PATHS
  LIKE IN AN AIRPORT, ALL ACCESS  
 PATHS LEADING TO AND FORM THE  
 OTHER TRANSPORT MODES WILL  
 OFFER IMPORTANT COMMUTER FLUX,
 ALLOWING FOR REVENUE GENERATING  
 ACTIVITES. 

CLUSTERS OF ACTIVITIES
  RETAIL
 CULTURAL
 LEISURE
 STARTUP
 ETC.

THE OASIS (METRO CENTRAL ACCESS)

WATER BUS
WATER TAXI
WATER FERRIES

EXISTING
METRO
ACCESS

EXISTING
METRO
ACCESS

BUS
STATION

CAR PARK

NEIGHBOURING
STREETS

TAXI
DROP OFF
PICKUP

RETHINKING THE SITE AS A HUB

AND AS A MULTIMODAL HUB !



Dubai Union Station site, today.

What can it be tomorrow ?



 Creating a centralized
 underground metro access as
the core element of the oasis.



Centralized metro access.

 This centralized metro access
is the core of the oasis hub,
 it will allow the user to travel
 through the site in an engaging
 environment while benefiting
 from a landscaped public
 space as well as being fully
 protected from the sun and
heat.



 Enhancing a landscaped
 environment on the ground
 level by creating embankments
 that encounter and interact
with surrounding urban setting.



CAFE & RESTAURANTS RETAILS MOSQUE LIBRARY & ART GALLERIESMEDIATHEQUE

 Proposing both cultural
 and commercial clusters of
 activities around the oasis.
 These urban amenities will
 create a regular source of
 revenue ensured through
commuter flux.



 Creating vertical circulations
 and supporting structures that
 will allow implementing an
elevated landscaped area.



 Ensuring the landscaped
 public space becomes a truly
 attractive and protective place,
 providing both shade and a
 naturally climate controlled
 environment. Therefore,
 enhancing the travelers’ and
visitors’ experience.



A crossroads and place of 
exchange. The new “lungs of the 
city” via an open green space. 



PUBLIC & OUTDOOR SPACES 	

 Creating an elevated and
 accessible landscape,
 which will double the area of
greenery.



CAFE & RESTAURANTS RETAILS INCUBATORSCO - WORKING 

 Creating a cluster of
activities on the upper level.



Adding greenery to the 
elevated landscape roof.



A vertical garden that forms a 
new horizontal profile to the city. 



More than 15.000 m² of 
retails and cultural spaces 
on three levels.

An active roof providing shade, 
but also producing electricity 
though solar panels !

A comfortable oasis where 
travelers can spend time and rest.



WATER TAXI HUB

Creating the adjacent waterfront 
area with an accessible public 
pier building, that will play the 
role of a taxi boat terminal.



3.600 m² of retail on 3 levels, 
including two restaurant terraces 
with a stunning Creek views.

Double-decker boats 
sized for 200 passengers.

A rooftop protected garden 
to preserve the current 
recreation plot.

A new water taxi hub 
optimizing Deira's siting 
along the historic Creek. 

A tensile roof that recalls the 
heritage buildings along the 
facing river embankment”.



PUBLIC & OUTDOOR SPACES 	OFFICES

 Proposing a building that will boost
 the hub area as well as render the
project financially viable.



FOOT BRIDGE 

Connecting all three elements 
of the project to the central 
oasis through an accessible 
elevated and landscaped bridge 
responding to the specificities of 
a cross-roads heritage location.

 The landscaped pedestrian
 pathways will help re-connect the
 fragmented and dispersed areas of
the neighborhood.



 Rendering the foot bridge
 a truly landscaped urban
 promenade through the
 implantation of greenery and a
PRT (personal rapid transit).



 Alternate modes of
 pedestrian flux - shaded and
 protected by greenery from
 road noise − PRT, moving
 sidewalks, future Gondolas
 and multiple on & off.





 The scheme will help connect
 the different modes of
 transportation, making it easy
 for pedestrians to access the
 site from the adjacent parking
areas and bus station.



 Pedestrians from the
 surrounding neighborhood
 will also appreciate the active
nature of the hub.



 Neighboring car parking can
 be envisaged to function with
 the hub.





SCHEMATIC SECTION

A direct connexion to the 
underground concourse 
via the oasis.

This new form of covered urban 
park will use both passive and 
active cooling systems.



SCHEMATIC PLAN - GROUND LEVEL



SCHEMATIC PLAN - BRIDGE LEVEL



SCHEMATIC PLAN - ROOF LEVEL









CAN A PIER TERMINAL BE A MIRROR OF DUBAI HERITAGE ?







SCHEMATIC SECTION

A direct access to Union Station







COMPARING TYPOLOGIES

•	Creates real estate value.	
Built-up area = 108,750 m²

•	Uses entire plot while multiplying 
by 2 area of green public spaces.

•	Creates a multilayered 
landscaped environment.

•	Offers significant solar protection.
•	Creates urban continuity.
•	Relinks the neighborhood.
•	Creates diverse clusters of 

activities.
•	Creates a real park experience.
•	Creates a green urban 

promenade.
•	Naturally links all transportation 

modes; metro, bus, taxi, car, 
water bus, personal rapid transit, 
etc.

•	Offers high potential for long term 
revenue generation.

•	Catches great numbers of 
commuters traveling from, to and 
through Union Oasis.

ADVANTAGES



COMPARING TYPOLOGIES

Blurring inside and outside space, 
private and public, this generous 
covered space will be one of 
exchange and movement, will 
foster encounters and places 
to watch and thus usher in a 
diversity of connections not found 
in commercial spaces typical of 
Dubai.

The scheme proposal is a multi-
layered development which is 
totally focused on the end user, the 
commuter and city dweller.

It aims to provide the city center 
with a true haven, protected from 
the heat of the sun, an oasis 
that will offer both a multitude of 
activities and a must-stop location.

Its revitalizing nature will allow 
commuters to pause for a little laps 
of time during a trip, where they 
will be able to carryout different 
activities; go shopping, read in a 
library, visit an art gallery, meet 
with a friend, or simply transfer 
from one mode of transportation 
to another in an amusing 
environment.
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